Number  26.  April,  1985. 
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STATE  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


As  of  this  writing,  ISASC's  activity  level  is  at  its  usual  April 
highpoint,  for  reasons  that  bear  some  explanation. 


First  and  foremost,  dues  collection  has  majorly  occupied  our  waking 
hours,  and  this  year,  as  in  the  past,  continues  to  represent  a  serious 
administrative  problem.  Although  dues  notices  went  out  with  the  mid- 
October  EQM  mailing,  as  of  January  15  (a  full  three  months  later)  ,  150 
members  had  not  paid,  and  on  that  date  a  "second  and  final  notice" 
was  sent.  As  of  February  28,  no  less  than  80  members  still  had  not 
paid,  and  on  that  date  a  "suspension"  notice  was  sent.  Notwithstanding 
these  actions,  as  of  this  writing  (April  4),  41  members  have  not  paid 
their  dues,  and  as  a  last  ditch  effort,  telephone  calls  are  being  made 
to  those  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada,  beyond  which  a  list  of  delinquents 
has  been  sent  to  our  Euro-  and  U.K.  treasurers  for  whatever  collection 
efforts  they  might  be  able  to  put  forth. 

The  end  result,  regardless  of  all  this  effort,  will  be  the  dropping 
from  our  membership  rolls  a  good  number  of  members,  bringing  our 
membership  count,  which  had  reached  a  high  of  310  late  in  1984,  down 
to  approximately  270. 

Another  complication  that  this  situation  imposes  upon  the  president's 
office  is  the  preparation  of  the  membership  directory,  scheduled  for 
mailing  in  mid-April.  In  effect,  the  editing  (adding,  deleting,  revis- 


(over) 


(2) 


ing  scores  of  listings),  word-processor  preparation,  and  printing  have 
to  be  delayed  until  the  very  last  minute  in  order  to  make  the  directory 
as  complete  and  current  as  possible,  and  this,  as  you  might  guess, 
puts  a  strain  on  all  involved.  (The  new  directory,  by  the  way,  is 
enclosed,  for  insertion  in  the  binder  cover  originally  provided  you.) 

What  to  do?  We're  not  sure,  but  one  specific  step  will  be  taken  to 
deal  with  the  problem  in  the  future,  to  wit: 

In  recent  past  years,  as  an  economy,  dues  notices  were  included  in 
the  mid-October  EQM  mailing,  which  was  sent  third-class  to  U.S.  and 
Canadian  members  and  via  seamial  to  UK/European  members.  While  this 
represented  a  savings  in  administrative  time,  stationery  and  postage, 
European  members  in  particular  did  not  receive  their  notices  until  the 
end  of  the  year  and,  in  a  few  instances,  even  later.  Moreover,  it 
appears  that  a  number  of  members  failed  to  note  the  inclusion  of  the 
dues  notice  when  it  was  part  of  a  voluminous  EQM  mailing. 

Consequently,  for  1986  and  thereafter,  dues  notices  will  continue 
to  be  mailed  in  mid-October  of  the  previous  year,  but  will  be  sent 
separately  to  all  members  and  via  airmail  to  UK/European  members. 

While  this  action  represents  an  additional  cost  to  ISASC,  it  seems 
to  be  a  worthwhile  step  in  view  of  our  problem. 

Beyond  this  specific  step,  and  to  deal  with  the  problem  in  broader 
terms,  a  meeting  of  Michael  Crawforth,  Gerard  Houben  (tentatively), 
and  myself,  along  with  several  interested  members,  will  be  held  mid- 
May  in  London  or  Oxford.  Several  matters  having  to  do  with  the  future 
of  ISASC  will  be  addressed  at  that  time,  and  while  we're  not  sure  what 
actions  will  be  decided  on,  you  can  expect  a  full  report  in  the  next 
Chairman's  Newsletter. 

THE  "POWER  OF  THE  PRESS"  CONTINUES. 

This  time  in  the  form  of  an  excellent  article  in  the  January,  1985, 
issue  of  Hobbies  magazine,  describing  a  variety  of  scales  on  display 


at  an  antique  show  by  member  Barbra  Fogler  and  her  partner,  Wynona 
Crossgrove.  As  any  "good"  article  should,  this  one  included  a  refer- 


ence  to  ISASC,  complete  with  mailing  address,  which  resulted  in  a 
number  of  prospect  inquiries.  Congratulations,  Barbra  and  Wynona, 
on  an  interesting  article  picturing  some  really  handsome  scales. 

And  on  the  back  page  of  the  enclosed  Hobbies  article,  again  with 
proper  ISASC  identification,  is  an  interesting  item  from  the  December 
31,  1984,  issue  of  Antique  Week/Tri-State  Trader,  in  which  Tod  Carley 
provided  some  knowledgeable  answers  to  a  question  from  a  reader. 

ONCE  AGAIN,  OUR  THANKS... 

to  member  Peter  DiCristof aro ,  who  this  year  again  observed  what 
seems  to  have  become  his  annual  practice  of  sending  us  a  $100  donation 
along  with  his  dues.  There  was  a  day  when  we  were  working  hard  to 
build  a  sound  fiscal  base  for  our  society  (now  a  fait  accompli) ,  and 
Peter  apparently  has  not  forgotten  it. 

SCALE  SOURCE  FOR  CALIFORNIANS. 

In  our  meanderings  these  past  few  months,  we  came  across  an  antique 
shop  with  a  good  number  of  unusual  scales,  all  in  first-rate  condition 
and  reasonably  priced.  If,  by  chance,  you're  near  Venice,  California, 
pay  a  visit  to  Gallimaufry  Antiques  &  Accessories  at  1325  West  Washington 
Blvd;  phone  213/392-3215.  The  proprietor,  a  charming  lady  by  the  name 
of  Marie-Luise  Pal,  will  be  happy  to  show  you  her  wares. 

AND  NOW,  OFF  TO  ENGLAND. 


Margie  and  I  are  leaving  May  11th  for  a  full  week  in  London  and  a 
side  trip  to  Oxford.  Other  than  a  couple  of  days  for  ISASC  business, 
we'll  be  making  our  usual  rounds  of  antique  markets,  traipsing  off  to 
the  theatre  at  night,  and  most  importantly,  visiting  with  the  Crawforths 
and  other  good  friends.  Until  my  next  missive  in  July... 


Fraternally , 


